BLACKDEATH

SYDNEY'S UNDERGROUND METAL FANZINE

SPREADING THE DISEASE SINCE 2007

HEAVY METAL UNIVERSE - UNITED AS ONE, NO ROOM FOR INTOLERANCE!!!
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NO NAME YET: A moshcorer's living fantasy with live appearances
being cne hell of a fun time including clubs breakages wherevar
they played!!/ Haha, I still remember Beast (vox) golng:
“Whatever he says, do the opposite” when one organizer once
tried to calm down the erowd J Only one recorded testament on The .
; Core of Creation (Storm Records), but as this song was 50 pro-pomo and g
~pensorship, it Astly became a classicl!{ NO NAME YET were the Anti-band, an epitome ofrebellion that VS
A zed the teenage years and memories of many a musician in banda today. A
| QANNIRIA: Brutal cruney death metal with some of the remaining members atill a.uﬂv:?in nowadays acts CORE
FREQUENCY & ABYSMAL TORMENT. The name is Maltese for ‘underground vault".
' DREAMSCAFE: Simply over the top! Before they slowed down to answer to their mellower AOR pastures, this
d was Malta's closest call to DREAM THEATREI!!

[ENANT: Out of the ashes of BIBLICAL INFAMY, picking members from SCEPTOCEYPT, SEGREGATION
d some othens, this was BIBLIGAL INFAMY stripped off their heavy brutality and going so technically
sf.ﬂ YINIC!I] Again short-lied, but managing to kesp orowds in awe while active.

keeping up their post-war B50s traditions when the rest of their 0 RRALIDA: The closest to the Bay- Area thrash sound Malta had to offer and with one demo out before
children and Malta nowadays does not!! | Of course moving on with : il W @lding, this trio called it quits when main composer left Maita, the remaining duo teaming up with some
times has meant that like all countries worldwide, the little island 3 Mmﬂmbﬂr‘s for the short-lived BORN TOO IATE doom project. Further an, the drummer joined R
south of Italy known as Malta has also its own document of metal pursuits. ' Wmﬂ the guitarist KNOOCKTURN ALLEY, with whom he is still astive to date. ':"-.
With Aussie heavyweights MORTAL SI and cherised metal export ALCHEMIST both bearing Maltese membersup  /# seguaw oF NEGROPSY: (goocities.com/stanchofmeoropay). The most filthy bedroom project ever, circulated
their fold, and on the other hand Malta. itself offering acts like BEHEADED and FORSAKEN respectively headlining & m STENCH OF NECROPSY is to grind NOT what Jenna \-‘..

tape-trading owerseas morse than sold to locals,
{ German metalfests like Fuck the Commerce and Doom Shall Rise, the metal kindred from Malta, although still ' Jameson is to porn. In the serise that unlike Jenna, SON ain't something you dream to lick and cuddle, bub
-+ minimally exposed to an international level, keep burning the flame it has for so long been burning.

; B rather putrefact and disgusting IMPETIGO-induced metal that males you feel kult fust to own 1. o
'~ Back in the 80s when hard and glam rock prevailed the isle, bands like MORTUARY, KREMATION and VANDALS | 8 BORPTOCRYPT: (myspace.com/soeptoorypt). With only & short B-yearlifespan, 2 demo tapes and & couple of
tried to push the boundaries one step further by introducing thrash, to be followed some years later by a i tracks on diffarent compilations, this was my main band SCEPTOCRYPT. We always welcomed the challenge
[ 2nd wave of bands brushed up with a quest for technique when death metal was the epicentre of the world's ' to redefine our kybrid death/black metal with non-metal infuenoes and cross-languag highbrow Iyrics, and
tapa-trading circles. Such werae BIBLICAL INFAMY (lyrically also Malta's first black metal act), thrash/death

TION, PSYCHOTI doing so we garnered positive reviews the world over (including Dema of the Month in Aardshok) as well .
supremists SEGREGATION, 0 IMPULSE (later developing as BEHEADED), and my own avant-gardemetal as interest from musicians, fans and zinas out of the metal fleld. Intrinsic ideas aplenty, our cause riad
act SCEPTwOCRYPT.

' too much for tha labels back in 1898, when we folded with an unreleased debut album |26hrs 78mins ...the :
need to diffar) now partly available online.

- with two
DYSMENORRHEA: (brutalism.com/dysmenorrhea). My own fun thrash/death/grind side-project
| members from MARTYRIUM, and another from SOEPTOCRYPT. On one hand lyrically amusing on the verge
| ofa banality we never disownsd (think song titles like Jack and the Beansperm, or Bordello of the Undead),
on the other shredding heavy volumes of riff-induced butality ong neseds to hear to experience, bafore
folding we managad wmmmmnmmmmmmmemgsw Wolf, samplas of 25
which are audible at myspace. com/dysmenorrhea 4.,
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Blacktown. The best place in Sydney to meet the Maltese, sadly

To start off here is a recount of all'bands that are no more but who definitely have contributed to metal's
development over the last 15-20 years.

; ACHIRAL: The most honest representation of the good old thrash metsal and early death metal days. After g
' raleasing an EP Wander Ignite and sweaping the pits for years on end, the band sadly put their act to lay.

{. ARCHEAN HARMONY: A black metal band with an own touch. Mystical and keyboard criented as much as the ]
] best of the Greek black metal lot, yet boasting a technical guitar player whose works elevated their soundto = {13
its own unique level. Releasing Nihility Mundane Soul in 2000, they vanished soon after leaving the world S0

with this so precious of & gam. Google up their name to come across their lots of reviews/interviews in hope ;
ofundarstanding their sound,

{i ' OBLIQUE VISIONS: Excellent doom/death ala early male-wcal fronted THE GATHERING, sadly folded dueto #* 4§
: 3 members pursuing different avenues in thelr respective lives, one of them actually living in Sydney’s own
| Blue Mountains. !

5 DISINTERRED: The perfect example of playing music for yourself and nob the fans, They never believed in
promoting tha band, they just used to go on stage, play their early AUTOPSY influenced gore death metal,
| and give fuck all about anything else

SEQUELA: From DISINTERRED's drummer, as long as it lasted SEQUELA walked its way from a hypnotic
electronic praject to an all-out menace dance of industrial breakbeats talking about human abduction. %
Unfortunately no more as the man upstairs abducted its own creator g

11| EERIE 0BELISK: The name stood for itself. Each time they took the stage with their predominantly non-metal imags,
8\ it seemed like 4 escaped lunatics, ....and indeed the sound spoke the image as they came across as a spooky Mr
¢ Bunglswith much lass technique yet much more vigour Featuring DISINTERRED's keyboard player and cne good
bassist from short-lived doom/death stalwarts UNENOWN SERENTTY, shows weare fow but killer!{!

Fow
B

¥ QOome 2008, and here comes now & recount of the bands that nowadays thrash & bash in the name of =
extreme metal.
BEHEADED: (behsaded.net). Being the 1st Maltese metal act to secure a record deal with a foreign label, ;
abroad it is their name that is the most synonym with Maltese metal. Their no-hold-barsmutthroat death/ s
grind powered by a one-man-tuned-beast of a drummernever stops short of surprising! ! 1! f3
X-WMNDALS: pace.com/xvandals). VANDALS (or X-VANDALS as they call themselves since reuniting vl
in 2008) omsdr inception back to 1986. Their thrash metal meets hardcore has nonetheless inspired 58 0
a whole scene for years to follow, and their comeback pays its due to their old school fans as much as it
W continually pulls new fans its way.
FORSAKEN: (forsakenmalta.com). Revered the world overas doom metal's next big thing, FORSAKEN's

. to fame takes them & long road since 1990, Having since played France & Spain (1994), twice the brotherly
Doom Shall Rise fest in Germany (once as headliners), the Headbangers Open Air (2004), Keep it True
(2008), and Elements of Rock (2007). :
h y d oni

NOEM REJECTION: (normrejection.com). Also a re-united band from the past, Malta's one an

NORM REJECTION is a band like no other. With two albums up mmrmid.lwamdsqymsirdehut;iams
ORBUS VITAE: Band of ex-FORSAKEN guitarist Kay, with members who later title caps thelr style the best - subt} mesmerizing metall!l A band th&fibaok in the day gaine
Joined OBLIQUE VISIONS and WEEFING SILENCE, this band seemed like . mora than & handful of good reviews abroad, their munmmmas
the school of doom/death metal. Their leas retro- but more forward- ; : Ty, much mawmmmmm;ﬁom their comeback
thinking sound inspired countless bands in Malta to start merging > . ; proved that their fans deman

B doom with death for years to follow: i (O U @:" !
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But enough as far as metal bands in Malta are concerned, which

at the time of writing might be one band less and two mors, due to

the usual fact that occurs in each country’s scene, that is that old
bands fall through while new ones pop out. This final section of this
scene report shall now put under its microscope Malta's metal music
e infrastructure, still a far cry away from modern music meceas like London, :
“Berlin, Stockholm and New York if you ask ms, but nonetheless having its own share of behind-the-scena |,
@ mechanisms, as I am confident that those of you who have read so far shall continue to inform themselves §
& about herewith.

Baok in the early 80s, an number of fanzines like Call of Angels, No Compassion, Metal Manifest and my own
o Rancid Boup all saw themselves past their debut Issus, presenting a variety of bands from BEYOND DAWN
2 0 VARATHRON to ANATHEMA alongside Maltese acts. Bub times change and like most other countries,
“ things have since gone onling.

" That sald, pestilent.net nowadays stands as Malta's undisputed online volee for all that is underground, [
,-{a.ptlw also with their own web & flyer design. Covering a more general spectrum Including but not
necessarily dedicated to metal, other online sources keep one abreast of news about gigs/releases in Malta.
L ‘eventsmalta, lIb666.tk, thealternativajoint.tk snd geocities,com/1torocks69 are all good points of reference
for either knowing who plays when and where to digging that old band somewhere with some Maltese
meambers included e.g. once again the good old ALCHEMIST.

y On the alrwaves although both short-lived, the volee of the brutal underground was my own Rancid ?

¢ Boup, and later to & limited extent Rock Analizi. Yet the one to enjoy a 18-yearnon-stop presence due to

§ the variety it presents was Grinta, sadly put off the airwaves this summer due to its recent decrease in =
L

MARTYRIUM: (martyrium.net) The much needed hand of Saten in
predominantly Christian Malta, MARTYRIUM are best known
for supporting ROTTING CHRIST in a secret gig in Malta + the
sxtansive 2008 tour of France that followed thereafter Constantly
unrelenting and at no time lacking spite, MARTYRIUM have over the
years been THE black metal band on the island. Shows of indecancy and of
shear musical bliss, MARTYRIUM's crude black metal, gothic horrordrama,
and sexually morbid voices have over the years ensured that one band
stands in the face of mediocrity, a definite medium to splt to the sky
while showing & middle finger to the system.
APOTHEOSIS: (myspace.com/sauronapotheosis). Signed to EMPEROR
Samoth's Nocturnal Art Productions for two full-lengths, with the lst being in2002
and no follow-1p since, simply as Ssuron (this profect's mulii-instmmentallst) has
never bean one to be hasted. Hailing from Malta's sister island Gozo, thiz is black
metal with a call to folkk as only the best can produce. Claiming the good old Bathory,
Kreator, Sodom, Destruction, Possessed, and early Slayer as musical influanocas, APOTHEOSIS
is as ferocious as can be when it comes to black metal, uncomparabie when it comes to folk.

ABYSMAL TORMENT: (abysmaltorment.net). Malta's only contenders to BEHEADED's throne, these

youngsters’ one intention is to annihilate anything in its way with their dual-weal low-ley death/
grind, Their shows always a well-attended brutal slash from start to end, this is brutality at its best
no more no less. Gubtural maniacal vocal interplays, highly energatic drumming, low-ad rifing
i nothing groundbreaking yet a winning formula when played with the acouracy they do. October/
% November 2007 sees them live across Europe.

| WEEPING SILENCE: (www.weepingsilence.com). Malta's answer o WITHIN TEMPTATION, fronted by & female
y vmﬂﬁmwbmmoﬂmﬂmﬂe—hﬂ&dh&nds!mkupmm:gmroahandonnar.dwalopmremimr
! rnore morose sound, this new direction sees them sign a recarding deal with the Greek labe! Sieazy Rider.

LITHOMANGY: (lithomancy.net) Due to the fact they never abandoned their Bathory/Venom roots, or as
they do not rehearsa so regularly since all members are ultra-busy with other bands, or mgbe due

. to the Bgyptological reforence they have for so many years (pre-NILE) been using but whatever it is,
LITHOMANCY have along the years maintained a certain mysticism few, ifany, bands in Malta have to thair
eredit, A must to who likes an undercurrent of spooky keyboards haunting his death metal.

ARACHNID; (arachnid-web.net). For years the support band of choice to both leading Maltese metal bands e S
and wisiting foreign acts alike, ARACHNID have in the course of same bullt an own fanbase, also due to I

releasing 2 CDs. More of a chunk and crunch in a safe mode act as opposed to trying to top the ante, their PRty
death metal owes a likeness to early SEPULTURA as much as tomore recent CANNIBAL CORFPSE. Pt

MEMENTO NOSTRI: (momentonostricom). Based on the 1566 Greas Slege of Malta theme so dear to the
. Maltese public when the Ottaman Empire tried but falled to take over Malta, this recording praofect brings
" together Mark (ex-ARACHNID), Mike (LITHOMANCY vox), Charlle (ex-ACHIRAL bassist) and angelic
' newoomer Alexia. Only one song online, yet its intensity matches HAGGARD's call to classicism to SEFTIC
' FLESH's early dreaminess with such ease, that leaving out the narration of one leading Maltese actor
' oollaborating to this project, this is still something so commendable on it OWIL

¥ ; it takes to figure out that THY LEGION's
' THY LEGION: (myspace.com/thylegion). A glimpse at their webslte all

warlike lconography stands for the very purpose that their sound is & black/thrash attack guaranteed. If
the frozen sound of early MAYHEM, the thrash breaks of DESTRUCTION, and a rollercoastar rifferama of
VITAL REMAINS in between is what you are after, look no further than THY LEGION.

GRIFFIN DEVICE: Out of long extinct slowsr than death VICTIMS OF CREATION, this reunion sees GD up their
ante with stoner and sludge-heavymoments aplenty matching the slower parts off OBITUARY, AUTOPSY &
DECOMPOSED, Includes two members of LITHOMANCY.

ANGELCBYPT: (angelcrypt.com). Malta's only power metal band (although they claim to be melodfc thrash),
with a fow releases up their ik, their latest EF available for free download.

ERYTHURIA: (myspace.com/erythuriametal). Fronted by BEHEADED'S voealist and ineluding some godly
skilled musos, ERYTHURIA 1s a young death/grind act with & miniCD

sannihilate to Repent” launched this October 2007 (supported by
PUTRID BIRTH, another young band of the brutal ilk). Besides,
FRYTHURIA's drummer and ABYSMAL TORMENT s vox also play
in ITEM, & crossover of mataleore and some death metal.

)
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listeners, itaelf due to Maltese bands, like all others, making the best out of myspace bulletins, mailshots
and online mp3s to promota themselves|

There are other festivals though, with Malta Up D Horns, the Marsaxlokk Rock Festival, the sadly defunct >
Grim Reaper, and latest newcomer Extreme Metal Malta (extrememaltasemetal.com).

On & different note, my own Bisgul Promotions (bisoulprometions.tk) concentrate more on presenting events ©
i rather than just gigs. Live music not excluded, it has however been usually part of a broader spectrum

# including art expos, film, fashion, contests and theatre. Going sinee 1991, our 10 events so far all have

had their own distinet dark twist. One of our mogt revered industrial DJs when living in Malta, DJ Kawk
(myspace.com,/thekawk), now moved to Sydney where each Saturday night his metalocore alter-ego trashes
your senses at myspace.com,/trashsaturdays. Check him gut!!|

But where would all of this be held one might ask. Over the years many a club hawve either come and go, or
still host live metal bands but only cccasionally, with Signals and Rock Café having for years hosted most
of the gige, along Best In Town, The Alley, Scuth Rock, The Rdge, Naasha, Wild Ones, Liquid, and others. .
Metalhaads being only a small parcentaga of any country’'s youth, running an exclusively metal/rock clubin =~ -
such a small country like Malta becomes next to impossible. Hence comes as na surprise that nowadays
Remedy 1s the 2nd flocr of & more commarcial music club on the 1st, while Poxx is open to all musio
styles. For the sake of live extreme music in Malta, this is the only way forward.

When all is said and done, managing to pull it through for so many years on end despite its own
market being logistically dictated by the confines of being a small island with less than half a million
inhabitants, the very need to perform and experiment within new metal charters is a growing
quest the Maltese metal scene is diehard not to abandon. With reduced air fares to/out the
country being introduced only in 2006 already proving an increase of forelgn bands playing
tha island, and local acts themselves touring the UK, Germany, Francs, ete, it will come as no
surprise had some label pick up on one of the bands the island has to offer. Not to forget
the bands from other alternative music circles, as the “awszawiehaagawinmunella”
(credit : XTRUPFAW) is a thing one shall discover only by visiting the island itsalf.

1]

IO

MALCOLM CALLUS - NECROGOOL

Ex-EANCID SOUP Eadio & Zine, now writer for www.brutallsm,com
and organizer for Bisoul Promotions




PHOTOGRAPHY & REVIEW BY:

MALCOLM CALLUS -NECROGOOL
Ex-RANCID SOUP Radio and Zine,
now writer for www.brutalism.com

and organiser for Bisoul Promotions

HELLFEST 3, Clisson, France - A Festival Goer’s Report
“Blue is the colour, football is the game” is an anthem one hears way too often in London city, yet tonight
Wednesday June 18 at ictoria station the colour is & resounding black and heavy metal is the game as
the amount of black-vearing posse heading to Hellfest in France start to inecrease the more the 8.45pm
departure hour approaches. A delay of 45 minutes later filled up with a beer or two while we en

ourselves watching 4 police vans line up
hahal), we head off to Dover where the albatross wave us goodbye

ﬁer_ryth&twas to land us at Galaismmcehhemormngaﬁer, and subsequ
Shrs 30mins before it even openedl!! syelcome to Hell” banner at the entrance

| By no measure of doubt, the
lived up to its name, pted only by snghta.wakanmgﬁofviawmg

because after such & restless ride interru

cows from the window, no one welcomed the scorching sun!i |
Understandably, the Hellfest organisers open the gates of hell early to the assent of many a metalhead from
by their respective bus trips and thus all setting earnestly to pubt

various countries being dropped off early

up their camp and getting themselves organised, including & 20 min walk to the nearby cute Clisson to stock

up at the supermarket before close!!| Back at the campsite, at 9pm RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE bursts
of TINA TURNER, s0 a8 the festival area.a,ndthemstalwasnot

from the PA so far being tested to the likes
due to be forthcoming before noon of the morrow, many start to headbangl!! :

Meanwhile, The Metal Corner was busy pmvtdingbaer,fooda.ndpm'oﬁcmtamslde atent!!! 3 old farts take
' .Walmmadbya‘mckofr’bysomsforaignerauentothemmmmr'
ping as with only two acoustic f-hole

parody, by huge contrast
guitars, anaeuoréinna.nﬁavniuethjstnomana@m mhwtmmam@hmmmmmmmﬁtims

of classics by KISS, ACDC, ete. :
Later that night, I meet up mm-mmmmmm and some Maltese friends, and after our
mmdatmrasﬁngmanhicks,mwmpournighht&imgmm drunk French in 4small English” (“English
spokenat&mpma”ﬂ.oneprefsrthagmmmaﬁcm rrect vs the quote) and dirty French, including
gpisodes of how & drunk French's roll of toilet paper may make love to his “merde” - intriguing =)
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Day 1

At the punctual opening hour of neon, we are surrounded by French from all over who traveled all the wiy
to Clisson to watch ULTRAVOMIT open Hellfest. Without any shadow of doubt, the whole paredy at the Matal
Corner the night before seemed not enough as “hello we are Motorhead” in the brisk Lemmy voice from & guy
wearing a Guitar Hero shirt on the main stage came down as popular as any famous football player cheering

his home crowd after scoring for his team. These guys, ULTRAVOMIT, go through a short but fresh 30 minube

set making medleys of songs by more famous acts playing the festival later, yet with funny French lyriod,
Soon after on the S8econd Stage and BORN FROM PAIN get the crowds seriously mosghing and crowd surfingl ||
Despite the already scorching Southern sun, it sesms this is going to be a ferocicus day for the punters
and BORN FROM PAIN give the crowd the core they needed. Adios parody, welcome sericusly angry musiol | |

Back to the main stage yet slower paced, ELUVEITIE pamper us with their folk-inducedmetal. These Swisa folk
merge wind instruments with their pagan-touchedmetal, not brutally but with a stream of pomp above aol .;'

like IN EXTREMO, TURISAS etc. I foresee great things coming for them.

However, mid-set I deke off to the Discovery Stage where AVA INFERI (including ex-MAYHEM guitarist)
offer a morose very down-traiden set of atmospheric gothic deom. Despite their frontwoman's strong volon

and the unparalleled beauty of the two sisters backing her up, the music is at times too slow for a festival, and
comes across as the right thing at the wrong place.

Yel soon come Australia's own ALCHEMIST with no problem at all to allure the ercwds and have them stand in
awe! || Attracting different music fans for different reasons, ALCHEMIST's uniqus progressive approach to metal
ensures g sizeable crowd not as reactive in moshpit terms, yet if facial expressions had to speak, everyone wa
interested.

It is now time for SEPTIC FLESHI[|| And I mean it is TIME for S8EPTIC FLESH||| From out of nowhere, the tent
becomes packed, packed with believers and unbelievers gathered for the communion. Seth walks on stage
and greets all with his monster growl from beyond the grave, and in an instant the band kick off playing
track after track off their latest Communion and its predecesscr Sumerian Daemons. Personally speaking,
I had not felt such an intense pit since KREATOR at Wacken 20082, and judging from the intensity of this very
pit and the amount of people listening to SEPTIC FLESH at the campaite for the days to follow, it is clear that the
next time the Dreamlord returns from the dead, his throne shall be waiting on the main stage of Hellfest and
similar leading festivals worldwidelll 8imply as SEPTIC FLESH just abolished anything in their way with thelr
operatically musical yet resoundingly metal art! || Bring on the Revelation!||

8o intense were SEPTIC FLESH for me as I tore through the barricades of the deadly filmscore they enwvisage
in my mind, that I sought my rest thereafter. From my camp I could still however not avoid the boring
PARADISE LOST who fail even to reproduce their very best songs vocalwige, so when MAYHEM opened with
 Deatherush soon after, Attila’s vocals belonging as the voice of MAYHEM was very welcome, as it rang
pleasantly in my ears for the rest of their set. As I pulled myself together and made my way to the Discovery
SBtage, I passed by SICK OF IT ALL entertaining a generous crowd, that is however not my thing. 8o off to watch
the dominant frontman Sakis and his lifelong project ROTTING CHRIST, ancther Greek band that has long been
fighting for its recognition and is finally getting places.

Back on the second stage, KATATONIA offered & morose yet moving soundtrack

to everyone's agony. Vocalist Jonss seemingly living in a world of down

trodden emotions he prefers not to share with an outside world,

he generally comes across as the least present figure on stage.
Nonetheless, although a man of few words,

_ﬂ‘_s in his indifferent stance, he still
4
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moved worlds when asking the
crowd if they could guess what
song was coming next as

Which together with The Funeral Wedding was a very welcome closar for all KATATONTA Mk 1 lovers
who either went nuts, or were lterally caught in a sobl

. Next up DIMMU BORGIR played their dose of black metal now distinctive of their own sound,
which owes to a Hollywood panoply the more it develops. But just like a pornstar
backed up by the best in the industry as opposed to better amateurs who fail to

_ break through, DIMMU's is awinning formula that keeps attracting fans to
- the ways of the devil ......... naughty boys :P

And then? The first band to not utter one
halfway through their first song, & bird’s eye view of Hellfest was bodies
flying, slamming, surfing and circle moshing - TESTAMENT!| I bet that

seaing Skolnick along Billy and the others after so long was a dream coms
true for many|!| Intense and meaningful!| |

word to call out for a pit, yat

Back under the tent, the rollercoaster that, is ERISBIUN powered by one of the
few drummers in death metal to give MORBID ANGEL's Sandoval a run for the
money are followed by MARDUK whoge chilling frogty darkness has punters
on the tent’s supports fighting for the perfest photo, simply as the pit was
too packed to enter. Nemtheanga from PRIMORDIAL alzo makes a guest
vocal appearance on one of the songs. Meanwhile kid band IN FLAMES
thank the people for having them on the main stage. And they should
really do it, considering their firework gimmicks and stupid lights do
not belong anywhers at & metal show,

i‘“ﬁﬁ Back on the second stage, the reunion that is CAECASS offer
dictionaries worldwide an updated version of the word “brutal®! |1| Coming

across as fresh as their heyday, CARCASS just grab us by our intestines and make

- us feel the low end rumble of our sufferance once more. The down-tuned guitars ripping

. 1;‘l1rough tracks like “Corporal Jigsore Quandary”, “Buried Dreams”, “Incarnate
Solvent Abuse” and a couple off their 1st two albums as Bill Steer spews his guts
above them was a fesling unmatched, Definitaly it was not a safe place to

be in their pit and clearly CARCASS were the headline neither closers
VENOM matched up to.

Amﬂmmnommfaatmnsidermgmmhavemrmngheenwmtm
this vary writer onto extreme metal, But enough credits to CARCASS a5 VENOM
did after all offar a good show.,

stage. Finally breakding the silence with Black Metal, |
the hellion boys cruised through eountless classics like “Bloodlust”,
Hell", “Countess Bathory”, “Saven Gatas of Hell”, “Die Hard",
“Warhead”, and “Witching Hour” along more recent, tracks Hks “Hall", “Antichrists
m‘umm&m",mmmmwmwmtmcmmmmm
ﬁbmdonisaﬂameﬂmtthsleashmmmwﬁmeitclwmmtyatmkmm
mmnosalone!amuammr-mmBmﬁmemetalmdhmmng\m-m~
Mmsmmmwmmmmucvmm
onWarhsad,isablazaswubmmgmrHeuwahmommm
personally speaking, during VEROM T was

in spirit with Blackdeath's Vary own
Puto de mierda Fabiin and all

my old school legion of
worldwide cabrones,




Day 2 ]

Day 2 of Hell in France this scriber is terribly suffering from a sunstroke and
hence remembars he has left his sun-protectivwe lotion home. As bandwise
it was not going to get busy for me until later at 17:30 hours,
I head to Le Ville de Clisson and discover that unlike other
things when comparing the UK to Central Europe,
medical products are expensive even here. However
all is forgotten once I find a pub sporting a big
(rather big) bottle of Grolsch - my favourite lager
— a slepping stone away from the pharmacy.
8o there am I in the pub for a whole hour
enjoying my fave Dutch blonde :-) Time still
on my hands, I decide to wander about and
I must say that besides the picturesque Clisson
valley dwarfed by an overruling mystical ancient castla,
1 do not complain as my eyes fall on the many passing ferome de
la ville :-) Frend women? Awesomelll!

Back at the pub I happen to pick up a programme that actually reflects
that here in town, the villagers are enjoying their metal songs in their own
way - by converting them into non-metal brass-instnment played covers,
One of these so groups The Pastors of Muppets also played the campsite's
own Metal Corner and all 1 can say is “French people rock hard!” Even
at the campsite - jesters, clowns, Asterix & Obelix, punters dressed as
ducks, Spiderman, or even in a swimming dingy - sometimes too much
parody for the metal crowd to take, but surely explains that the reason
behind all programmes etc being in French is that the cash cow to this fest
is predominantly French, unlike other more internaticnally attracting
festivals (despite Hellfest 2008 had the best extreme mstal line-up).
On the other hand and on a serious note, although it is impoasible to keep
such & fest free of a dirt aftermath, the presence of environmental groups
passing recycling and trash collection bags in the morning is something to
be commended, despite they insvitably look like rmorons.

Observations of both village and campsite documented, I head to an already
packed crowd in front of the Second Stage. On stage, Vinnie Cavanagh of
ANATHEMA speaks to the crowd in French, which coupled with their strong

set, drives the crowd in awe, even more than KATATONIA the day before. Despite
sadly looking like pop artists in their image, ANATHEMA playing through their extensive
career gtill deliver an overall very emotional set that givea distinctive meaning to the
word “moroge” as one witnesses men crying along women.

Up next came PORCUPINE TREE, parading through the harder stuff off their career ssemingly
obwious to fit an open air metal-£st and to challengde themselves they can still pull it off out of
the comfort zone of an own show &t a club which always works wonders for their commendable
type of prog. Nevertheless, among the many struggling to fight the hot weather, for the
portion of the erowd who never saw them before, PORCUPINE were still & beautiful dream coms
true by a good measure,

3 Not the same could be said for CANDLEMASS though, as split between being either
mesmerized or confused by PORCUPINE TREE's presence, or not giving Rob Lowe
the open arms as Messiah's replacement, the erowd greeting CANDLEMASS on tho
'?._ adjacent stage was less sizeable in comparison to other shows where these Swedo
M. masters of doom appeared. And I do not blame it, a5 although Rob Lowe was an
%  apt frontan to CANDLEMASS when they played a closed venue in London some
T months ago, in this open air environment Messiah (who runs more despite his
gize, a3 opposed to Rob who walks) has more what it takes to pull a erowd.
Clearly, CANDLEMASS have had good days and average days, and todey's
leaned more towards the latter than the former.
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With no sign of relentlessness, on the other hand ANAAL
NATHRAKH smashed all in its way and sight back at
the Discovery Stage - a momnolithicaly untepid set,
destroying in purely raw Birmingham fashion(l!
Ag their frontman W.ILT.R.LO.L. spat out apathy
wvs mankind all throughout the set, it became
evident that the main reason AN was
here was to annihilate us all, and sure
they did!!! From the tent full to its brim with
human oxygen to the sun's encompassing fervor by then
consuming the tent, nature seemed to favour AN. The aftermath?
Some members of the crowd (unfortunately myself included) could
not take it no more, and energy had to be restored elsewhsre out
of the festival site by the end of their set, sadly missing both
SHINING and WATAIN. Apparently, and may I say expectedly to
both eontenders of the black addressed, many did not as my
resting place of choice The Metal Corner was nearly empty.

| Some hours later on the main stage, APOCALYPTICA took on to

i repeat what seems to be & weared off novelty as much as it is the perfect
excuse to party. That APOCALYPTIOA's set is them running down the same
SEPULTURA and METALLICA classios on cellos over and over again, is a given
still welcome, especially when graced with such interlude's as Grieg's opus
magnifious Dovregubbens hall (In The Hall of the Mountain King).

Restored to my senses after a good refreshing of ice, I am ready for
IMPALED NAZARENE!|! Fronted by charismatic lunatic Mika, this band
attracted an audience of all sorts - people dressed as aliens, others with
whips, others with tree branches. Fucking sadomasowhoric, I am proud to
state I was one of the many going nuts in this pit!|/!| And we neither did
mind when in pure IMPALED NAZARENE fashion, they cut thelr set short and
sweat 10mine before their scheduled time. Maybe Mika wanted to check
MINISTRY? But whatever it was, their set went down brisk and it allowsd
ms to cateh 10mins of MINISTRY, & usual good loud set which never fails to
please in its abrasiveness.

Closing our night is the much awaited reunion of the ex-SEPULTURA founding brothers

CAVALERA CONSPIRACY. Yet it is not only the crudes hardeore thrash of CC that the
I8 brothers donate us but also a rundown of the best SEPO classics, what if when played
by APOCALYPTIOA gets a reaction, this time it is hell breaks loosel!! An impressive circle
pit piling up song after song, Max commands the pit better than George Bush commands his
troops in his wet dreams, and although he still pronounces “Hello Hellfest” in a funny way (even
to a Frenchmen next to me observing no difference in Max's pronuneiation since he last saw him
10 years back), how he manages to have the pit augment threefold its already remarkable size
at a simple “Nowl Open the pit!™ is something to be commended. And to credit
his brother, Igor still plays those old SEPULTURA tracks as strongly as before.
All in the family, a person many
& drummer would have loved
to be was Igor Jr, Igor's son
who in his early teens is here
presentad by uncle Max for
his debut live show - playing
what Hellfest's strong crowd
was calling for since a
while - “Troops of Doom"!
Fuckin ace matell [

OMETO:FH EEL

SLATER | MOTOREAD © WEN
AN FLAMES | DIMEU BORER
HELLOW

SPIRALY | NOEX
IGED EARTH

o L i
MEVINL | MUTY GASH  MAEER)

WL



WELCOME TO HELL 7

Eicking off the third day of a fest’s flair dictated by an overruling sun
tiring all out, this seemed to make no difference to France own's
technical supremists MISANTHROPE who took to the stage with a

massive crowd waiting in front. No violent pits of any sort, but everyonea

% chilled out enjoying the craftsmanship of these musicians playing tracks

e

bottle of French champagne and pouring some on us at the front! 11

%‘,a
\J 5  From fine art in French fashion to barbaric thrash ala American in-
: yer-face-muthafckaness, MUNICIPAL WASTE take off to do what they do
.‘% best - thrash up a rict!!1! Songs with many a hook-up that one cannot
ot but surfand slam to, as did happen. On the main stage, ETHS replace SOILWORK,
their frontwoman sporting a strong vocal presence thak easily cross borders among
dark avant-garde, hoarse hardcore and even a more accessible Evanescencesque singing
gtyle that ends up unavoidingly pulling ETHS towards more nu-metal pastures. Feeping things
distinotively thrash, FORBIDDEN picked up where MUNICAL WASTE left off earlieri(l They play songs
off their long underestimated career as tight as if they are still discovering their heyday, a performance that is
rewarded with a big big big crowd that gathers to surfand slam without compromise.

Getting things to the more extreme end as such a fest calls for, ORIGIN in the Discovery Stage prove that in this
world there is still space for ultra brutal technical death metal - the tent was jam packed, and live hurmans
wera deliberately piling on each other like a Sarajevo post-war corpse-pit. Bak to the main stages, DILLINGER
ESOAPE PLAN are jumping about to the interest of many. Yet, despite all their antics and buffoonery, they remain
too “do not know what” for my interasts.

On the adjacent side, the crowd was increasing by the minute getting ready to witniess Swedish masters of

down-tuned polyrhythms MESHUGGAH. After a necessary sound-ceck, Frederik Thordendal's selence squad

fucked us all up mathematically, emotionally and cerebrally. In no way playing second fiddle to CAVALERA

QONSPIRACY the night before, they could have easily headlined Hellfest and emerge as exultant. Calling the

pagan way of life, PRIMORDIAL remind everyone that living as a beast in an ethos calling for revival. Their music

the hosting ground of epie, anthamic grandeur characteristics close to a metalhead's heart, these Irish men-of-
arms fly a flag of international metal brotherhood wherever they play.

OBITUARY's bio stating that they “ferment like waste in the hot Florida sun .... bringing blessings of brutality™, it
comes as no wonder that they are considered to be among extreme metal's best live acts,. And here on this side
of the pond, they indeed live up te the test of the scorching sun as they pull the biggest crowd so far on Sunday.
Up for a bit of booze with one’s Sheila, Aussie’'s ROSE TATTOO0 took to the stage. This being a more dedicated
extramea fost, they pull a lesser crowd, but nevertheless, their performance
sounded more blisteringly energetio than at other German feste they were

LS billed at. Maybe they were spoiled with less beer here?

OPETE next deliver their best in years with the new members proving they
are all for the job. This seems to reflect in Mr Akerfeld's better vibe, as he
not only sounds crisper when singing (at times like Dave Vincent from his
outspoken faves MORBID ANGEL) but even rore jovial presenting songs.
“This is & song about that little area between the pussy and the ass”

What for taking musicians too seriously these days!l|

Followers MY DYING BRIDE dig up a real viclin playsr and tracks off
their earlier caresr But the whole band sound is swarnped by a bit
too many bass frequencies from the guitar and bass drums, plus
new violinist Sarah Stanton does not mateh up to Martin Powell's

1 e
ll ’ ; thrills, and to add insult to injury, when her keyboard parts manage

b e to get through the muddy sound, they leave much to be desired. On
; the good side, Aaron’s experience as doom personificator supreme
manages to divert our attention to think that even on a bad day, MDB
is to doomy/death metal what sugar is to candy.

off their 19 year old fine career. Never such a crowd at noon, and B.A.8,
Philippe de I'Argiliére acknowledges this, saluting all by openingupa §

| one's head to classics by BLAYER (yeah why not? after

| BEPULTURA, JUDAS PRIEST, MEGADETH, IRON MAIDEN, AG/DC,

From the downtrodden to a good smile - asif the French sense of humour
everywhere on the festival grounds was not enough - N0 FX up next blow

a breeze of American stupidity thrown in as that extra healthy messurs

of light-heartedness. Unlike PORCUPINE TREE and to maybe counter the
extreme heavyweights soon to make thelr way, NO FX is still weleome to
call people names and abuse them with their dumbness, referring to
asshole mustard during same.

With time to spare before our next port of call MORBID ANGEL, my
Dutch friend Klaus suggests we go for a baguette and maybs half-
inspired by NO FX he fills his with mustard, and then goes on to
complain about how spicy it was. At the point of urging me to grab
& bite to confirm his point, we realize that the toll of 4 days partying
had kicked in and we had consequently swapped our bagusettes before
swamping them in different sauces. So far so good, but the story did not end
thers. With time still on our hands, we decided to approach the First Aid people
and report that Klaus' ass was on fire due to the overdose of French mustard .
Off course he was playing the actor trying to give them a hard time with their
English, but you know words like “asshole”, “pussy” and “penis” are international
so off they took him backstage.......... I was not allowed in (thankfully), but he texted
me later that apparently they played a joke back on him as they put him *under sedation”,

Meanwhile, Peaceville labelmates AT THE GATES are entertaining the thousands unaware of this mustard story
and countless other festival craziness being surely held by others - just check out Hellfest on www.youtube.com
for a taste. To the band that reshaped Swedish death metal with their melodic outbursts without hindering the
heaviness of their bed of downtuned sharp riffs, the crowd is headbanging from the #et—goll! 1 Another sizeable
crowd, only second to OBITUARY this day. MOTORHEAD dads (or grand-dads) of rok n roll are up next and as
many times before, bring out some semi-bare ladies. Of course a still weloome show to ensure an audience

stretehing out to the adjacent stage, but if you find them out-dated, there is nothingMOTORHEAD can do for you,

50 there I lay relaxed with my Maltese mates preparing ourselves for the outblast next to come in the form
of MOBRBID ANGEL!] ||

And with tracks like “Sworn to the Black®, “Bil Ur Sag", “Where the Slime Lives", “Lord of all Fevers and
FPlagues®, “Maze of Torment” and crowd-invocator“Chapel of Ghouls”, there is no way for the Azagtoth clan to
go wrong. Powered by one of death metal's most meaningful frontman, when Dave announces Never Nevermore
off their fortheoming album, the track came down to reflect that the composing team of Trey and Dave ie back
and if the briskness of this track 18 anything to come by, the new album is going to move mountains,

Unfortunately for closers SLAYER coming off MORBID ANGEL it was to some extent like VENOM two days earlier |
not matehing up to follow CARCASS. Not to the extent to not guarantee an enormous crowd gathered in front |
of the main stage, but at least for me, coming off my all-time fives MORBID ANGEL to a SLAYER on one of their
off-dayswith a sound seemingly being lost in the early morning breeze and making Tom Araya sound like a
narcotic homeless choking for breath, simply did not do it. Yet amazingly at half-set “Dead Skin Mask” seemed
to wake up ita very own skillsmen, and suddenly SBLAYER seemed to have just started the show, as if something

repossessed them or their sound engineer. At this point one could witness the long stream of earnest fans’ fists,

yet some (even with SLAYER shirts) were already roaming elsewhere, even weatching Japanese ENVY barricade
their wall of sound at the Discovery Stage.

Hellfest is over? No way!l|| The party continued that night
at the Metal Corner till about Pam. Great fun of saying the
lagt goodbyes to one's new metal acguaintances banging

all they are responsible for zillions of awesome music),

MOTORHEAD.... Well you get the grip what makes the French
£0 naked, the Germans hail their pints, and the English
destroy the tables - good unadultered violent fun. Hellfest
next year? Bring it onl!! I am sure that in a couple of years
Clisgon will be another small village on the international
metal map!l!]
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DAMNAT]ON fest, I.oeds, UK Run to the Hills, as there on those hills is I.aeds University

What 1s Damnation Festival?

e UK's premier heavy metal festival, voted best mdependent music eVent by Terrorizer
aders, and organised entirely by fans!

- Such states the festival website, but more about that later.

B With many coming to Damnation from all corners of the

§ British Isles, the fest sold out some days earlier, definitely
the good number of bands listed to play.

open up the agenda of sweaty afternoon battalions
thin the confines of Leeds University, Exeter thrashers
. MIST kick open the Terrorizer Stage donating their
"y THE HAUNTED/ IN FLAMES/ etc. music to thank the fans
voted them to gain. this slot. A song or two in, I can
a chord coming from the adjacent Rocksound Stage,
' to check MOUNTAINS BECAME MACHINES, a trio that
{ I say left me dumbfold with their post-metal circling
_of riffs that starts but never ends, yet still takes youto placea : o b
_and back, even so more due to a screen of moving pictures m - _
_sync with the moods of their tracks. On the Jagermeister Main Stage, !MIM are me while playmg their stoner
sludge to another portlon oft_he crowd w‘no like me will sadly be split bet;ween which ba.zn.ds to see for the rest of

~ a) have the festival start earlier?
b) to allow spillages between st.ages -
(i.e. one stage kicks off 30mins after the ather)
_¢) have the modesty to accept that this is not such a big
festival to permit 3 stages? 2 would have been enough and
solved it for many “fans”. =




Now that off my chest, LATFRUDES are playing their slow-nn post-doom to
the Rockstage crowd while the next door Terrorizer stage hosts the Welsh
mortician force DESECRATIOR, which from golleagues’ words later

me back to when I was 18”. Meanwhile, I am across the hall having a good
time within a growing pit slaxnming to classics from ONSLAUGHT'S 26 year
(albeit interrupted) career of thrash anthems. To feel the power of mid-
80s songs against more current and still ag ferocious war tanks off their
recent “Killing Peace” was a good time for aliii! W

A delay of sorts with the Jagermeister. stage times allowed me a
quick snippet off THE BERZERKER at the Terrorizer stage. Surely these
Melbourne hardcore industrialists need no introduction with the Black
Death readers!!! Meanwhile on the Rockstage, Californian ambient
rockers.* SHELS are followed by UK misanthropic riff monster sewn in
a sludge flag RAMESSES, who makes way for the austere DEVIL SOLD HIS
SOUL. Sadly I pass on all three so less to report here.

Back to the Jager room, Dr. Mikanibal, Mirai and the rest of them
rumoured to have single~-handedy brought many a crowd to DAMNATION
this year, Japanese black squad SIGH are ensuring that everything is

in place and order for starting off their one-off exclusive show in the !
UK for 2008. And as they hit it off playing track after track off their §

varied musically inquisitive career, the crowd continued to intensify
to the genius work of these old school black metal act that manages
in one way or another to fuse psychedelic, jazz, Japanese trad music,
clasgical, rock n roll, blues, and more, with their core sound of evil
messengers ready to take you to hell. A couple of candle waxing and
burnt Bibles later, Mirai announces that black metal “was not created
in Norway but here in the UK” as they delve into VENOM’s “Black Metal”

with a flair not even the originals hold no more. The crowd had been S
given its climax, and no word to explain a bird’s eye view of the pit at * ¥

this point berserk!!!

Meanwhile, the Terrorizer Stage exchanges hands between

THE BERZERKER and BENEDICTION, a band I have sadly not seen since &
their earlier days, yet which even today, I have to pass. Phew, these &

are the choices one has to make when you get SIGH play the UK since

s0 long, to be followed by MY DYING BRIDE on their Yorkshire home |

soil. And it seems that the Bride has a good stock of old treasures for
their home crowd, as one after the other, tracks off “Thrash of Naked
Limbs”, “Turn Loose the Swans”, and even their debut demo “Towards

the Sinister” make way into their set list. I have announced myself § 5 :

before in my Hellfest 08 review that Sarah Stanton
on violin (and especially keyboards) is
not up to the justice the MDB songs
T require. Yet once again, and this
- time by a disputable measure, MDB
pull a very good show, managing to pamper the crowd with the perfect
oundtrack that documents every single one’s grief independently. You
could see left to right, front to back, just people singing/ sobbing their own
_~ more than one - 4ve tune of doom, and wishing this caress into oblivion
(aka set list) will never end. MDB bring on the new album “For Lies I Sire”! 1!

Now, time to check the merchandise stall as NAPALM DEATH are finishing off their
bomb-glashing gind set next door. A good time to also find some band members
ab their merchandise tables and sneek a photo. Here I befriend MOUNTAINS BECAME
MACHINES who must I add are as modest as their music is otherwise bombastic.
I algo buy a GATHEDRAL T-shirt, which I wear upon my other CATHEDRAL T-shirt
I was already wearing, Yes, in fact, my mates had come up from Malta, and we
were also with Heinrich, a Safa/Dutch metal gury, and on our mind we were all
ready for GATHEDRAL no other!!ii! So decision time decision time, we miss
‘ CARCASS (well at least R of us who had never seen them before
 went for a sneak song or two), but anyway, here am .
back in the Rockstage Sound.

tTiff, the smallbaris packed, thesoundisheavy, .. .wait,
| (note the caps), fuck yeah HEEEEAAAAAAVVVVYYYY!

 The rumble of §mee’s bass coti;ﬁled with Dixon’s pounding into one’s

heart keeps the pace as Gaz rifferama. gives you the boogie shake

to Dorrlan’s multi-world yrical piss-tales. I mean GATHEDRAL is a

. bandtlikel no other, they have the slower-than-death funereal dige
_ Ioments (fuck yeah they even treated us to “Bquilibrititn” off their

debut) complimented with their signature “this is doom, but let us

 boogie” passages! And here at Dampation, not failing to deliver same,

CATHEDRAL come to prove that we are all gonna. die but might as well
as well enjoy the groove - a splashing of beer on your T-shirt,a boob
in your mouth, et al ~ on our way to the grave, with.Dorrian heading
the circus with his jester acts of gibberish that include senseless eye
motion and pulling the mic a full circle or two around his neck, but not
pulling the final straw as it is time to live again. Weirdos? Or shamans?
Whatever they are, GATHEDRAL is an emotionful ride, and many were
here to enjoy it. .

Over? Not yet. As I make my way out, I pass by a Terrorizer stage still
half-packed to PITCHSHIFTER, so by obvious common sense, sor?gthing
tells me GAROASS is nob yet over. So off I rush to the Jager, and am in
fact treated by Ken Owen (original drummer sadly not drumming on
this reunion due to a medical condition) putting all his effort into a
personalized drum solo. Once done, he also has a, speech to the crowd,
which diction however suffers from his impairment so Bill Steer
quickly intervenes to clarify that “all he is asking for is free pussy
and marijjuana after the show J” To gee Ken pose for pics with CARCASS
and go on tour with them is a mean feat, an emotional tirmoil for the
man I could imagine, yet one which as such strong man of will he is,
he overcomes. Bravo! In any case; once the speech was over, CARCASS

¢ treated the massive (dare I say very massive) crowd to two final

death slashers of theirs, and then, so was it, the last CARCASS reunion
performance, maybe for a while, maybe forever. One has still to see

.. (anyway I thankfully had seen this reunion already in Hellfest this
summier, 8o at least I did get a taste of it).

Over? Off course not yet!!| We get three more hours of a metal party
back in the Terrorizer Stage, where one gets to meet again all the
nusters you would have come across earlier in the day, as well ag make
new friends. And as usual, & metal afterparty is a guaranteed good
time as it 1s made of the best people on earth, the metalheads \m/

Damnation next year? I would give it
a thought, mostly for its impressive
line-up owr the years, and a
guarantee for good sound gquality.
That alone might be enough for it
o claim being the best UK festival,
but then again having been to lots of
festivals worldwide, I see Damnation
as an excellent one-day indoor concert
with potential for growth. Little care
_ (o8 publishing the running order earlier
B0 the prospective ticket purchases would
- what they are buying) would be the leap for
amnation to maximize its potentiall

_ ‘»http://m.demmﬁonfesﬁval.co.uk

Maicolm Callus.




